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— Dr. J. l^liillips j)ul)lisli(‘<l ruuentiv 
(Auk x.xyiii. 188-200, April, 1011) an article cntitlc.l, “Ten y(‘ar.s of 

observation on the migration of Anatidae at Wenliam Lake, Massa- 

ehusetts. Wenliain Lake lies about fifteen miles north of Poston. 

On page 188, among other pond weeds mentioned as “common to the 

lake, very kindly identilied for me by .Mr. W. L. MeAtee of the V. S. 

Piologieal Survey” are Sitf/iffaria fnr.s and rDfaiiKxjrtoii liurn.s-. As 

8. /c/T.s* Wat.son has been recorded but once north of ('ape Cod (Piio- 

DOUA .\ii. -1, lOlO), I wrote' to Mr. Me.Vtee', and he very generouslv 

sent me all the Wenham Lakespe'cimens ol the' \ arious specie's recon led 
in Dr. Phillips s artie'le te’) e'.xamiiu' ami to ke'e'p. 

I he' plant ide'iitifie'el as Saf/fftarid fi‘rr,s‘ jjreives to be the commeui 

Ucochanff arimlarh (L.) R. eSc S., a feirm with the submerscel caiiillary 
culms freim 8 te) 12 ce'Utime'te'rs in k'ngth. 

His PoUimogohm liiccns is P. amplifol'ius Tuckerm., a spee'ie's frequent 

in (he northe'rn half e>f the Beiston District ( Riiodora .\i. 20(), 1009). 

/’. hums L. eleie's eiccur at Wenham Lake' anel 1 have a .specimen in my 

he ib.uium eeilk'ctcel tiu're* by J. \\. Robbins, nei elate, but it is a rare 

plant ne'ar Boston (Rhodoha .\i. 207, 1909), and has not be^e'n colk'cte'd, 
se) lar as I know, leir a ge)e>e| many years. 

Ml. Me'.Vte'e has very courte'oiisly urged me tei write* this note.— 

Wai.tkh Dkaxk, (Cambridge, Massae'hiisetts. 


A Whitk-Flowkhki) Spihaka tomkxtosa. 


Profe'ssional svstem- 


citists die, poihaps, too olton iiu*lintMi to ignore color-variation. On 
the other hanel, there is probably no other ve\getati\e phe*nouienon 
that jilaysa large'r jiart in inciting and maintaining the intcivst of the 
local flower lover or amateur beitanist. \o one among us can fail 
to aelmit having e'.xperienced a certain thrill of elelight eive'r the first 
white Fire'wceel we* chance*d upem. Howeve'r siijie'rfie'ial color varia¬ 
tion of this kinel may be*, the fae't must remain that nature' furnislu's 
few changes that arc nmre striking to the e'ye* or that leave a deeper 
impression on the minel. Me)w often has the discove'ry eif a favorite 

plant with pe'tals clotheel in an unfamiliar hue aekleel just the needeel 
totie'h e>f e.xcite'inetU to a elay a-fieldl 

Tivatcel subjectively rather than obje'ctive-ly, then, this kinel of 






